
 
 
 
 
Dear Client, 
 
thank you for your interest in flow cytometry. 
 
Our flow cytometry laboratory is run by consultants in haematology and oncology with an outstanding 
expertise in the diagnosis of malignant lymphoma, multiple myeloma / MGUS and acute leukaemia. 
We perform analysis at initial diagnosis as well as follow up controls including MRD. You can expect 
our final report 1-2 working days (Mo – Fr) after the sample arrived in our laboratory. 
 
Flow cytometry analysis or immunophaenotyping of cells is a powerful method to detect and classify 
haematological neoplasms. It works by depicting defined antigens on the surface and in the cytoplasm 
of living cells with the help of monoclonal antibodies. It is therefore a time-consuming and costly meth-
od. Several hundreds of clustered antigens have been described which can be detected by thousands 
of antibodies and antibody combinations. Therefore, we need to know which direction we should take 
for analysis to find the correct diagnosis as quickly and cost-effectively as possible. 
 
The most important directive is your clinical question or suspected diagnosis. Sometimes one might 
have several potential explanations for a given clinical problem. In these cases complementary basic 
information such as clinical history, clinical picture and results of other tests, especially morphology, 
help us to direct our search. Quite often, a given result from immunophaenotyping can only be inter-
preted in conjunction with morphology.  
 
Please therefore ALWAYS send us each of the following: 
 

 complete patient data including date of birth 

 
 

2 ml of EDTA-anticoagulated or heparinizised blood or bone marrow AND 

2 unstained smears of EDTA-anticoagulated blood or bone marrow  

 please clearly mark the sample type (PB or BM) on the tube AND on the request form 

 kindly obtain all such samples on the day of shipment to us 

 a clinical question / known or suspected diagnosis / differential diagnosis 

 previous laboratory results including full blood count and differential 

 
Some of this information may not be available on the day of shipping – in this case please ensure it is 
faxed or mailed to us later with the patient’s barcode number. 
 
By this means, you can assist us in giving you a fast, exact and complete result – thank you. 
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