
Testing materials, 
pathogens 

Figure Name Microbe spectrum Comments /
storage until transport
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Blood BD BACTEC PLUS
Aerobic, F bottle 
(aerobic bottle, 
grey/blue cap)

Detection of aerobic bacteria and 
fungi from blood,
recommended fi ll volume 8–10 ml,
no bottle ventilation!

Also suitable for aspirates, 
especially for non-same-day transport 
to the lab/room temperature, 
NOT for pre-incubation

Blood BD BACTEC PLUS
Anaerobic, F bottle 
(anaerobic bottle, 
orange/gold cap)

Detection of anaerobic bacteria 
from blood, 
recommended fi ll volume 8–10 ml,
no bottle ventilation!

Also suitable for aspirates, 
especially for non-same-day transport 
to the lab/room temperature, 
NOT for pre-incubation

Blood BD BACTEC PEDS PLUS
F bottle 
(pink/silver cap)

Aerobic blood culture bottle 
for children, 
recommended fi ll volume 1– 3 ml,
no bottle ventilation!

Also suitable for aspirates,
especially for non-same-day transport 
to the lab/room temperature, 
NOT for pre-incubation
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Universal swabs Normal transport medium 
with thick swab 
(blue cap)

Universal transport medium, 
for C + S* testing

Not for:
Chlamydia and mycobacteria/
> 4 h at 4– 8°C

Universal swabs Normal transport medium 
with thin swabs 
(orange cap)

Universal transport medium, 
for C + S* testing

Not for:
Chlamydia and mycobacteria/
> 4 h at 4– 8°C

Swabs, e.g. for 
obligate anaerobes, 
Actinomycetes, 
Mycoplasma

Special transport media 
(Port-A-Cul glass tube with 
screw-on cap)

Universal transport medium, 
particularly suitable for sensitive 
pathogens

Not for:
Chlamydia, viruses, mycobacteria/ 
≤ 72h at room temperature
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Virus incubation 
and PCR

Viral transport 
swab utensils (COPAN)

Virus detection (such as Herpes simplex, 
Varicella-zoster virus, Adenovirus, 
Infl uenza virus)

Not for: C + S*/4– 8°C;
≤ 4 days for NAAT (PCR);
≤ 24 hours to incubate HSV/CMV 
(cell culture)

Universal PCR Swab with fl exible alumi-
nium cotton swab holder 
for nose and throat swabs

Bacterial and viral NAAT
(e.g. Bordetella pertussis, HSV, Infl uenza, 
MRSA, Varicella-zoster virus)

Not for:
Chlamydia, HPV, C + S*/4– 8°C

Human
papilloma virus

DNA cervical sampling 
utensils (with brush), 
female swab specimen 
collection (DIGENE)

Human papilloma virus detection by 
nucleic-acid hybridisation

Not for:
C + S*/swabs may be stored for up to 
fourteen days at room temperature after 
sampling, safe for refrigeration.

Chlamydia tracho-
matis and Neisseria 
gonorrhoeae PCR

Cobas PCR female swab 
sampling packet

Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria 
gonorrhoeae detection by PCR

Not for:
Chlamydia antigen detection, 
C + S*/room temperature
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Respiratory secreti-
ons (sputum, tracheal 
secretion, BAL)

Sputum tubes 
(colourless screw-on cap)

Respiratory tract material (sputum, 
tracheal secretion, BAL) C + S* and 
mycobacteria testing

 4– 8°C

Detection of 
mycobacteria in 
gastric aspirates

Special tube
(sodium carbonate buffer for 
gastric aspirates)

Mycobacteria Only recommended for children or patients 
unable to produce a sputum sample / 4– 8°C
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Urine
(with stabiliser)

Stabilur® urine tube 
(yellow cap, 10 or 20 ml), 
urine monovette (green 
screw-on cap, 10 ml)

Urine samples for microbiological 
culture diagnostics, Legionella pneumophila 
group I-Antigen detection

<48h at room temperature; 
>48h at 4– 8°C

Urine
(no stabiliser)

Urine tube 
(yellow screw-on cap, 
10 ml)

Urine for NAAT, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, 
Legionella pneumophila group I-Antigen 
detection, Chlamydia trachomatis

Not for culturing
Only for PCR: room temperature
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Faeces Faeces tube 
with spoon 
(brown screw-on cap)

Bacteria:
e. g. Salmonella, Shigella, Campylobacter, 
Yersinia, EPEC, EHEC, Clostridium 
diffi cile (culture)
Viruses:
e. g. Adenovirus, Rotavirus, Norovirus, Astro-
viruses. Parasites and worm eggs (WE)

Fill tube up to half , approx. 10 ml, 4– 8°C
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CSF, aspirates, 
skin scrapings,
Catheter tip,
Biopsy

Sterile tube 
(colourless screw-on cap, 
10 ml)

Materials unsuitable for normal transport 
tubes (submit biopsies in 0.9% NaCl)

CSF and aspirates, especially if not 
to be delivered the same day, 
plus blood culture bottle (BD PEDS for 
small volumes)/CSF: room temperature, 
Other: room temperature or 4– 8°C

Skin/nail scrapings Dermapak 2000 Dermatophytes / Fungus Room temperature / take sample from 
border of leasion, please do not send nail 
clippings

b
ac

te
r Stomach biopsy Portagerm

pylori transport bottle
For Helicobacter pylori detection from 
stomach biopsies (NaCl solution is 
unsuitable)

Bottle may be ordered at the lab/
room temperature

 

Synopsis of sampling and transport tubes and bottles 

Lab  information
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C + S: culture and susceptibility testing (for fast-growing bacteria such as the following genera: 
staphylococci, streptococci, enterococci, corynebacterium, haemophilus, neisseria, enterobacteriaceae [such as escherichia, klebsiella spp.], non-fermenters 
[such as pseudomonas, stenotrophomonas] and anaerobes as applicable, with antibiogram preparation for pathogens)
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